title of Mahdi. His domain extended
from the Atlantic to the border of Egypt
&nd the Muslim Governor of Sicily owed
him allegiance. Before Moizz the Khalifas
of this dynasty were men of brutal dis-
position who caused the Europeans to
hate the Saracens. In 969 A.D. General
Jawhar was able to conquer Cairo for
Khalifa Moizz and in 970 A.D. he built
the great Mosque of Al-Azhar. The Fata-
mid dynasty lasted from 969-1171 A.D.
in Cairo. During this period the buildings
that were raised by the Fatamid Khalifas
present a style which is termed Fatamid
Architecture. In the beginning, Al-Azhar
was the Friday Mosque of the city but
under Al-Aziz, the son of Moizz, it became
the centre of learning. To-day it is one
of the oldest and most renowned univer-
sities of the world and has been for cen-
turies the centre of Muslim learning.
Thousands of students from different parts
of the Muslim world still flock to study
there. They pay no fees, but on the other
hand the needy among them are provided
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